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Thirty Thousand Homes in
Detroit Now have Curbside
Recycling.  By 2014, the New
Business Model for Garbage in
Our City Calls for:

- Single Stream Recycling for homes,

apartments, businesses, churches,

Schools, public parks and non-profits

- Recycling Carts to make it Easy to

Recycle for Everyone

- RecycleBank Rewards to provide “cash

for Trash” (www.recyclebank.com)

Rewarding up to $500/Year in Reward

Coupons and Gift Certificates

- A Network of “Super Convenience

Centers” for One Stop Shopping to

Drop off Difficult to Recycle Items, E-

Scrap and Special Wastes

(http://www.ecocycle.org/charm/ind

ex.cfm)

Five Year Recycling Transition

We Want Your Food Waste Too!

Already the City has begun to
collect yard waste from our
city’s homes. By 2014, the New
Business Model for Garbage in
Our City Calls for

- Organics collection for homes,

apartments, businesses, churches,

Schools, public parks and non-profits

- Special Organics Containers to make it

easy and safe to recycling your food

waste and other source separated

organics (e.g. paper toweling, tissue

paper, etc.)

ZERO WASTE DETROIT
A New Business Model for Garbage in Our City

Detroit’s new Single Stream
Recycling Facility.  By 2014, the
New Business Model for
Garbage in Our City Calls for:

- At Least One New Single Stream MRF

(Material Recovery Facility) Built in the

City Through a Public/Private

Partnership with the City to Process

Up to 100,000 Tons a Year of Detroit’s

Single Stream Recyclables.

- Revenue Sharing for the City so that

Our Programs Benefit from the Value

of Recyclables as commodities

- UP to 250 Green Jobs in Single Stream

Recycling for Collection, Processing

and Marketing.

- Partnerships with Other Area MRFs to

Process Detroit’s Residential and

Commercial Recyclables

A Detroit Bio-Waste Composting
Facility:  By 2014, the New
Business Model for Garbage in
Our City Calls for

- The latest technology in processing

of organics into usable compost and

energy -  Built in the City Through a

Public/Private Partnership with the

City to Process Up to 100,000 Tons a

Year of Detroit’s Organics.

- UP to 150 Green Jobs in Organics

Management for Collection,

Processing, and Local End-Markets.

- 



Zero Waste
Detroit -  a New
Business Model
for Garbage in

Our City

Detroiter’s have wasted more
than a billion dollars in the last
20 years to subsidize the region
in burning garbage.  We don’t
have billions to waste – nobody
does!

The New Business Model for
Garbage in Our City calls for

Trucks collecting hundreds of
thousands of tons of single
stream recyclables and
organics in our city means that
there’s much less “garbage” to
pickup.  By 2014, The New
Business Model for Garbage in
Our City calls for reducing the
number of garbage trucks on-the
streets, shifting those jobs and
equipment over to recycling and
organics collection.

Garbage - What’s That?

WHAT’S LEFT? PAY ONLY FOR WHAT WE NEED!

Since 2006, Detroit residents have paid up to $300 year in a “Garbage
Fee” spending a great deal of that money to pay off bonds for the
incinerator. By 2014, the New Business Model for Garbage in Our City
calls for a lower fee.

Even more important, the New Business Model calls for
RecycleBank rewards for all homes that have use a single stream
recycling cart (see www.recyclebank.com) which can provide up to
$540 per household each year in coupon and gift card rewards to use
with local, regional and national merchants.  Not only will this
offset your garbage fee costs, but it will supplement your home
budget for groceries, medicines, etc. and boost the local economy
with millions of dollars in economic activity as each home’s rewards
are spent at local businesses.

What About My Pocketbook?!

Detroit – A City
for the Future!

Believe in a
vision – Create
the City You
want Detroit to
be!

on the Web!
www.zerowastedetroit.org

With so much less “garbage” to
pickup, the City’s fancy
automated garbage trucks will
be able to service at least 1000
homes per route.

Check out what other big cities
have done to reduce garbage
collection costs after putting
successful waste diversion
programs in place!

paying only for the garbage
disposal that we need after we
reduce, reuse and recycle as
much as we can.  The best way to
do that is contracting on a Pay
per Ton basis with area transfer
stations and landfills – long
term – low prices – savings for
our City!

Green for Our Community
Here in Detroit we have been doing “What we’ve been doing” for so
long that you will hear people say that the new business model won’t
work, that it can’t be done, that there are no markets for
recyclables, that Detroiters just can’t recycle, that we should
continue to burn our waste, and on… and on…   But its just not true.

Detroiter’s are already recycling!  There are green businesses that
can be developed in our community – its happening all ready.  There are
communities across America that are implementing their own version
of New Business Model – it can be done!  There are big cities that
spend a lot less on their “Garbage” and get a whole lot more “Green”
back.  Its time for Detroiter’s to spend their Garbage Green on a
greener way  - the new business model for garbage in our city.


